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The Messenger 
Rebuilding Lives in Christ 

 Watching the changes occur in our building has created a wonderful comparison for what 
we are to do regularly as followers of Jesus.  We are to be constantly rebuilding our lives in 
Christ as we seek to love God with all that we are and love others as we love ourselves.  Our 
motivations for rebuilding the church were both internal and external.  Internally, we had 
structural issues with a leaky front porch roof, cramped gathering space, crumbling stairs, 
functional yet ugly bathrooms (…at least the men’s/handicapped bathroom was ugly, I’m sure 
the women’s bathroom was lovely), and stairs that inhibited the elderly or disabled from fully 
participating on all three floors of our church.  Externally, our building reflected an architectural 
style that well served the needs of those already attending without worrying much about drawing 
in those driving down Broadway.  But each day this summer workers have been addressing these 
issues!  And the workers have used a variety of tools to make the internal and external changes. 
 Likewise we need to remodel those problem areas of our lives.  Sometimes it can be 
difficult to figure out what needs to be done.  For me from an external perspective, when I am 
impatient with Cari or my kids, prickly with those I encounter, or quickly frustrated or hurt by 
otherwise innocuous comments, I know that I have some spiritual remodeling work to be done.  
Internally, when my faith in God’s goodness and love for me seems to wane, or when I assume 
the worst (rather than the best) in those around me, I realize I need to do some rebuilding in my 
heart.  Your structural/spiritual issues might be different.  Maybe you withdraw from others or 
from worship or from serving; maybe you become envious or jealous or bitter; perhaps you feel 
you aren’t being fed spiritually.  Then it’s time to break out the tools and get to work. 
 This summer we’ve looked at David’s spiritual disciples that help build him into a “man 
after God’s own heart.”  I’ve called them stones of discipline, because David chose five smooth 
stones to slay Goliath (although he only needed one!).  The stones are spiritual solitude, biblical 
friendship, embodied prayer, true repentance, full forgiveness.  If there is a spiritual Goliath in 
your life, one of these stones may slay it. One of these or one of many others could be the tool 
(to switch metaphors) you need to remodel your heart. 
 The great news is that we aren’t working on this remodeling project by ourselves.  
Virtually every member or attender is participating in our rebuilding campaign.  Similarly, we 
aren’t working on our spiritual lives by ourselves.  We are part of something bigger known as the 
Evangelical Covenant Church.  In August and September we will look at what makes the ECC 
special and how we as a church and as individuals fit in.  Here’s what the schedule looks like for 
the next several weeks: 
 
August 1 
August 8 
August 15 
August 22 
August 28 
August 29 
September 5 
September 12 
September 19 

David: Choices, Choices, Choices 
What’s Holding You Back (part 2) 
Centrality of the Word of God 
Necessity of the New Birth 
Fun Fest! Fun Fest! Fun Fest! 
Commitment to the Whole Mission 
Fellowship of Believers 
Dependence on the Holy Spirit 
Freedom in Christ 

Pastor Eric 
Pastor Joyce 
Pastor Eric 
Pastor Eric 
Everyone 
Pastor Eric 
Pastor Eric 
Pastor Eric 
Pastor Eric 

 
CPBC Triathlon: Pastor Eric 
 
 
Fun Fest! Fun Fest! 
 
 
Building Rededication  
Worship time change 

 
 
 
 
Fun Fest! 
 
 
Picnic! 
Rally Day! 

 
 
 



BCC Student Ministries 

Greetings from the youth sector!  First, the recap!  Here we go… 
 
Roots met out at Rock Cut state park on Tuesday, July 13th for a campout which was very cool.  Weather 
was great and we enjoyed canoeing, kayaking, and paddle boating on Pierce Lake.  There was plenty of 
food and we cooked out over a fire brats and hotdogs for dinner and even eggs and bacon for breakfast! 
(Thanks Kristi Holstein ☺).  We had a chance to hang out and talk around the campfire about seeing 
God’s provision in our lives.  Also completed were two laps around the lake on mountain bikes!  Thanks to 
Dan Schweitzer and Kristi Holstein for their leadership once again! 
 
Overhaul trekked out to Apple Canyon on Thursday, July 15th for a midsummer retreat at Joe and Alison 
Lamantia’s Lakehouse.  Upon arrival, it didn’t take long for all of us to hit the lake as it was close to 90 
degrees and not a cloud in the sky!  We spent the majority of the days enjoying 4 kayaks, numerous 
inflatable rafts and noodles, and kicked back on a completely awesome “Caribbean Island” which is a raft 
about 10 feet wide by 15 feet long and is equipped with seats, cup holders, coolers, and a donut hole in 
the middle.  Several went tubing on the lake as well as waterskiing which was a blast!  We also enjoyed a 
rope swing into the lake and let me tell ya, if you’ve never climbed up 10 rungs of a ladder and then 
launched into the lake and landing on your side and feeling the sting, you’ve made wise decisions! ☺  It 
was fun though…!  Nights were spent chillaxing in the cabin or around the fire and we spent Friday night 
discussing the idea of gossiping and getting a grip on our words and actions.  How do we line up our lives 
with Jesus’ teachings on those subjects and what can we expect to have to endure by standing up for 
what we know is right?  I learned a great deal from our students and hopefully they took some challenges 
away from it as well!  Great weekend all around and thanks again to Kristi Holstein and Sylvia Bowman 
for helping out.  A huge shout out to the Lamantia family for your hospitality!!  Thanks very very much! 
 
Save the Date…BCC Funfest coming up on August 28th and our church picnic/fall kick-off is on September 
12th!  Also, gearing up for a September kick-off is “Journey”, which is our 2 year confirmation experience 
that meets once a week beginning Wednesday, September 8th!  If you’ve completed 1 year, you’ve got 1 
to go, and if you’re in Roots and don’t know what I’m talking about, stay tuned cuz details are coming 
your way! 
 
As we move out of July into August, we’ll continue to meet and enjoy being together and the summer 
weather; however, we’re nearing another big transition from summer break into school days.  This fall 
Overhaul and Roots will begin anew on the outside as we work to light the world with the truth of Christ 
and on the inside as we unpack and process how to be grown and changed by the Spirit and thirdly, how 
those two are intertwined. 
 
During our summer retreat, we talked about our words, what subjects we talk about, what words we use, 
and how that depicts us.  We stand and sing praises, speak softly in prayer, teach the Good News of 
Jesus with our mouths.  We also obliterate others, insult and demean those different then us, gossip, joke 
inappropriately, and lie to others.  Those two ideas don’t seem to mesh.  It was that night that I was 
reminded of a quote a Pastor of mine said once:  “Do you praise God with that mouth?”  Ouch… 
 
How might our days be different if we asked ourselves that question? 
 
          Peace, 
 
 

Derek 



Mission Report 
As we enter August it is time to think about 

our kids going back to school. We are praying this 
month for Tim Sales Director of Intervarsity at 
Rock Valley and Rockford College. The goal of 
Intervarsity is to help students come to know the 
Lord and grow in their faith. Tim has been there 
several years and has seen both chapters grow. 
While Rock Valley’s chapter has grown steadily 
each year, Rockford College’s chapter has just 
started to become a community that loves each 
other and shares their faith. Pray for Tim and the 
leadership teams as they prepare for a new year. 

We also are praying for North Park 
Seminary and North Park University. North Park 
Seminary trains students for various roles in 
ministry such as: Lead Pastor, Associate Pastor, and 
Youth Ministry & Staff Ministry Specialists. 
Students are prepared to: spread the Gospel clearly 
and in love; live and work under the scripture’s 
authority; communicate what is valuable for the 
present and future from our Christian heritage and 
to use their gifts suitable for the edification and 
extension of Christ’s Church. North Park 
University was founded in 1891 by the Evangelical 
Covenant Church on Chicago’s North Side and 
includes students from around the country and the 
world. North Park offers a Liberal Arts program 
that uses the Christian faith and provides an 
opportunity for students to reach out and serve and 
learn from the community around them. Please pray 
for the faculty and students as they return to school. 
Missionary Prayer Calendars for 2010-2011 are 
on the information table in the SE Narthex. Please 
take one and learn about the missionaries that the 
Covenant supports and how you can pray for them. 
Peanut Butter Update: We recently took 24 
pounds of peanut butter to the Rock River Valley 
Food Pantry. Thanks for your continued donations. 
Prayer and Praise: 
Tim & Andrea Johnson: 

� Praise for the time they have been able to 
reconnect with family and friends in the US. 

� Pray for safe trip back to Japan and God’s 
guidance as they move to Tokyo. 

Read their newsletters by the Missions Board. 
Missionaries Broadway Supports: 
Robert & Joyce Widman Peter & Ruth Dutton 
Leonid & Leanna Regheta David & Judy Dolan 
Tim & Andrea Johnson Jim & Barb Mikrut  
Byron & Sue Bruckner   

 
Worship Ministry Update 

You will notice that our Praise Band has 
relocated to the right or west side of the platform in 
the Sanctuary.  As the Choir is taking a well 
deserved break during the summer months and the 
chairs are not needed, Jerry and Alice requested that 
the Band be moved.  It really helps both of them to 
have the piano and organ closer to the other band 
members.  When the Choir returns in September, 
we'll be moving the Praise Band back to the left 
side of the platform. 

Thanks to our building remodeling project, a 
programmable dimmer system has been installed.  
Previously, whenever changes in Sanctuary lighting 
were needed during the worship service, circuit 
breakers needed to be turned off and on.  Now 
various lighting combinations (or scenes) can be 
programmed and controlled from the balcony. This 
allows smooth lighting transitions during the 
worship service.  Another nice benefit is extending 
the bulb life in the fixtures by operating them 
slightly dimmed. 

We are truly blessed by our Praise Band and 
Choir!  Please consider how you can use your God 
given gifts in these music ministry areas or by 
assisting the technical team with the audio, visual 
and lighting systems.  Feel free to call me to discuss 
how you can help.  Kent Drews, 815-399-6290 

 
Second Quarter Giving Statements 

The 2nd Quarter giving statements will not be put 
out until the north end construction is complete.  
We are trying to minimize the construction dust 
collectors.  We hope to have the north end 
construction complete by the 2nd week of August.  
Statements will be available at that time.  If you 
would like your statement prior to this time, please 
give me a call.   I apologize for any inconvenience.   
Thank you.    Jill Page 815-332-4541 



ALPHA - Second Time Around 
Back in the fall the congregation was invited to 
come to our first ALPHA Course.   About 50 people 
joined each other on Wednesday evenings to enjoy 
a meal together, listen to Nicky Gumbel discuss the 
basics of the Christian faith and participate in small 
group discussions.  The response to the ALPHA 
course was very positive and some of the comments 
on the evaluation forms from the participants 
included: 
 
• Nicky Gumbel is a great speaker who has ways 

of describing Christianity and the Bible that 
everyone can understand.  The speaker was 
exceptional. I loved the videos. 

• It reaffirmed and encouraged me to grow forward. It 
made me want to dig deeper into the Bible. 

• I have a clearer understanding of what it means 
to be a Christian … several sessions opened my 
mind. I wouldn’t call myself a Christian … 
(now) I AM A CHRISTIAN!  

• I loved the small groups.  The small groups were 
great! 

• I am more excited about my faith … I liked 
hearing the basics again.  He inspired my 
courage in sharing my faith. 
 

Created in an Anglican Church in England, the 
Alpha Course works across denominational lines, in 
many languages, and in multiple cultures because it 
covers those things that unite churches, not those 
that divide them.  Primarily designed to be a 
straight-forward, non-threatening presentation of 
the basics of the gospel, it is also a great course for 
believers who want to tune up their faith by 
revisiting the basics of their faith.  
 
A typical evening includes enjoying a meal 
together, watching a video topics such as Who is 
Jesus?; Why Did Jesus Die?; How Can We Have 
Faith?; How Does God Guide Us?; Who is the Holy 
Spirit?; What Does the Holy Spirit Do?; How Can I 
Resist Evil?, and participating in a small group 
discussion. 
 
This fall we will once again be offering Alpha 
Course on Wednesday evenings beginning in 
September 22 and continuing until early December.  
On Sunday, September 19, we will host a 
Celebration Banquet for volunteers, previous 
attenders and newcomers.  We encourage anyone 

who has not taken the course to participate and to 
bring their friends.  Those who have taken the 
course are invited to bring friends and to help with 
this session. 
 
Please be on the look-out for future information 
regarding the ALPHA Course here in the 
Messenger, in bulletins and hand-outs, and in up-
coming sermons.  
 

 
Fun-Fest 2010! 

This annual event will be Saturday, August 28th 
from 5 – 8 p.m.  Here is your ministry opportunity!  
Volunteer leaders and workers are needed for: 
* Set- up 
* Amusements 
* Games  
* Ticket Sales 
* Prize area  
* Food Services 
* Clean-up 
Contact Jon Brown or Eric Holstein to sign up! 
 

 
Remodel Dedication and  

Church Picnic 
Plan now to join us on Sunday, September 12th for 
worship at 9:15 a.m. followed by the building 
rededication service.  The Central Conference 
Superintendant, Jerome Nelson, and 8th Ward 
Alderwoman, Nancy Johnson, will be joining us for 
this special event.  Stay for lunch at our annual 
church picnic.  There will be intergenerational 
games, food, fellowship and FUN! Be prepared to 
bring a dish to pass and the meat will be provided.   



Capital Campaign Update 
 With our goal being $469,000 to complete 
the identified capital improvements to the church, 
Broadway Covenant set out on a capital campaign.  
We had $119,000 already committed to the capital 
campaign.  So, we needed to raise an additional 
$350,000 to reach our goal.  We had many 
campaign events between December 15th and 
February 23rd.   The first Sunday in March we asked 
everyone to walk forward their personal gift to the 
campaign effort. 

Eighty-three individuals or families made 
commitments to the Renew, Rebuild, Revival 
Campaign.  Those pledges and gifts total $588,722!  
What happened is that our membership stepped up 
and pledged $469,722 not including the $119,000 
we already had!!  What a special family we have. 

Since pledge Sunday in March, $247,000 
has been received towards the $469,722 that was 
additionally pledged.  More than half the amount 
pledged has already been received only four months 
since.  With the building improvements in process, 
payment of those pledges is a blessing…so we can 
pay the bills.  I encourage all of us to be vigilant in 
keeping to our pledges.  It will seem that the money 
is not needed once the work is completed.  But in 
reality, we will have a short term mortgage that we 
need to pay-off 

I am thrilled and encouraged by the 
commitment made by our family and friends.  And 
though it will be a bit messy during the 
construction, the final product will be beautiful.  A 
fitting analogy to each of our lives, once we make 
our pledge to Christ.  May we finish well in both! 

 

 
 

 

 
From the Building Committee 

The work on our building keeps moving forward.  
Brick and block, and steel and glass are the visible 
signs, but there is still plenty of work taking place 
in other areas.  Some days it seems like very little 
progress is made and some days the visual changes 
are significant.  August will be a month of change.  
Our elevator will arrive, new doors will be installed 
and finishing details will begin to take place.  We 
are still on schedule to be substantially complete by 
the first part of September.  Our “rededication” 
service is scheduled for September 12th and Fun 
Fest is going to be on August 28th so we want our 
church to be as complete and inviting as possible 
for those events.  If you have a question, please 
contact a member of the building committee.  
Thanks once again for making this project a reality. 
With Thanks to God, 
 The Building Committee 

Al Damrose 
Eric Holstein 
Randy Price 
Steve Schweitzer 
Keith Holmertz, Chair 
 

 



 
Birthdays 

2 Ethel Johnson 
4 Linda Myers 
7 Tracy Gauss 
 Don Holmertz 
8 Dave Lape 
10 Janet Fraker 
14 Wyone Leather 
 Mark Pearson 
15 Carma Blackburn 
17 Cindy Beyerl 
20 Maynard Carlson 
21 Ralph Dirksen 
22 Stephanie Link 
24 Doug Gibson 
26 Bertil Erickson 
 Patricia Simmons 
 Clarice Stark 
28 Mary Gibson 
30 Jane Larson 

 
Anniversaries 

8 William & Linda Evans  
13 Matthew & Michelle Gustafson  
18 Dan & Janet Fraker 
 Bruce & Cindy Beyerl 
19 Anders & Arlene Gredenius  
22 Ewald & Lois Sorensen  
23 Kent & Jean Drews  
24 John & Carma Blackburn  
 Troy & Paula Jackson  
25 David & Kim Lape  
28 Gordon & Pearl Wienke  
 

August Head Usher 
Jon Brown 

August Counters 
Jon Brown & Randy Price 
 
 
 
 

Remember in Prayer 
Dorothy Kjell home from the hospital. 
Eleanor Holmertz and her family in the passing 
of Rowlie Holmertz. 
Mary Beth Adams recovering from shoulder 
surgery. 
Matt Link & his family as both his mom and dad 
are recovering from strokes. 
Mike Golian serving in Afghanistan. 
 

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards and 
plant from the church.  My healing has gone as well 
as the surgery and we're very very thankful. 
Dick Rasanen 
 
Dear Broadway Covenant family,  
Thank you for all your support through my 
ordination process.  You have been an immense 
blessing to me.  Also thanks so very much for the 
beautiful ordination stole.  I am so grateful for all 
your love and support.   
Love, Pastor Joyce 
 
The family of Rowlie Homertz wishes to thank 
everyone for your prayers, cards, memorial gifts, 
flowers and expressions of sympathy upon his 
passing.  A special thank you to the many that 
helped clean the church, bring food, served at the 
luncheon and assisted in the funeral service.  
Rowlie's life of service and love was a joyful 
response to the salvation he found in his Savior 
Jesus Christ, with whom he now enjoys eternal 
fellowship. 
 
Dear Friends,  
On behalf of our residents, we want to thank you for 
hosting our monthly birthday party here at 
Fairhaven.  As always, it was such a joyous event 
for our residents who are celebrating their birthdays 
and for the others celebrating with them.  Thanks 
again, for donating your time and talents to make 
such a joyful occasion happen.  All your hard work 
in making our monthly birthday party so enjoyable 
is very much appreciated.   
Linda Schou, Office Receptionist at Fairhaven CRC 
 
 
  



      August 2010    
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
12:00 Prayer  
 
 
 
6:00 Roots 

5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 

 
 

7 
9:15 NIDCW  
         Board Mtg. 
 
 
 

8 
9:15 Worship  
 
 
 
6:00 Overhaul 

9 
9:00 Patchwork  
         Quilters 

 

10 
8:30 Corporate  
         Prayer 

 
 
6:30 LT Meeting 

11 
12:00 Prayer  
 
 
 
6:00 Roots 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
  
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
9:15 Worship  
 
 
 
6:00 Overhaul  

16        
            
 
 

17     
8:30 Corporate  
         Prayer 
 
 

18  
12:00 Prayer  
 
 
 
6:00 Roots 

19 
 
  

20 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
9:15 Worship  
 
 
 
 
6:00 Overhaul 

23 
9:00 Patchwork  
         Quilters 
 

24 
8:30 Corporate  
         Prayer 
 
 
 
7:00 Mission Mtg. 

25Messenger News Due 
12:00 Prayer  
 
 
 
 
6:00 Roots 

26 
 

27 
     

28 
 

 
Fun-Fest 2010 

5-8 PM 

29 
9:15 Worship  
 
 
 
6:00 Overhaul 

30 
 

31 
8:30 Corporate  
         Prayer 
 
 
 

    



 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 

Broadway Covenant Church         
3525 Broadway   
Rockford, IL 61108 
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